which it should take place, but to the season of the year. Dewees,1 when treating of this subject, has divided the seasons into convenient, inconvenient, and between the sexes, the distinction of length being in favour of the male, in which the umbilicus is in general at the centre, while in the female it is a shade higher. According to Dr Elsbasser1 the supra-umbilical portion is 9 inches lines in the male, and the infra-umbilical portion is 7 inches 9 lines, while in the female it is 7 inches 7 lines.
The medium weight in this country, according to Dr Clarke,2 is seven pounds; but on the Continent the average weight is much less. The robust infant cries almost immediately on coming into the world with a loud voice. It moves its limbs freely, and the surface of the body has a bright rosy hue.
The mouth, nostrils, eyelids, and ears are quite open, the cranial bones are comparatively solid, and the fontanelles are not far apart, the "hair, eyebrows,"3 and nails are fully developed, and the latter organs reach to the end of the fingers. When there is a defect in any of these particulars, and more especially if the child is unable to suck, there is strong reason to suspect that it is immature, and the chance of rearing it will be rendered very doubtful.
THE TERMS APPLIED TO EARLY LIFE.
Authors have differed materially on this subject. The term embryo is applied up to the fourth month of gestation by some forensic authors; after this period foetus is used. At birth the period of infancy commences, and terminates at the twelfth month, when childhood begins, and continues until the eighth year, at which period the term of boy or girl is used until the age of puberty. Professor Traill4 considers, however, that the term infancy should be used until the seventh year, when childhood commences, and continues until puberty, at which age adolescence begins, and is characterized by the appearance of the beard in the male, and the catamenia in the female. From this period till the age of twenty-one, the term youth is employed. This is a very 
